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[ NILE BASIN INITIATIVE Forecasted Drought Condition Summary Report at Different Temporal
MITLATIVE DU BASSIN DU NI Resolutions During Next Six Months Across the Nile Basin

1 1 Introduction of Nile Basin Drought Early Warning System (Nile DEWS)

This bulletin offers temporal coverage at various intervals, including fortnightly, 1-month, 3-month, and 6-month periods
for forecasted periods. This includes forecasted periods drought conditions across the Nile basin based on
meteorological (SPI and SPEI) and hydrological (SSI) drought indices.

1.1 Meteorological Drought
A meteorological drought is defined as a period of significantly below-normal precipitation and above-normal
temperature, leading to a shortage of water. This type of drought is typically measured by comparing current rainfall and
temperature levels to historical averages over a specific period. In this study, forecasted meteorological drought has
been quantified using SPI and SPEI.
SPI and SPEI: SPI and SPEI are the meteorological drought indices which quantify the drought and wet conditions over
the various timescales (e.g., weekly, fortnightly, monthly, seasonal, annual, or more).
Long daily time series historical (ideally 30 years) precipitation, maximum temperature, and minimum temperature data
are required to derive this index. Hence, in the current version of Nile DEWS, the latest 30 years daily time series
precipitation (source: CHIRPS), and maximum & minimum temperatures (source: ERA5) data have been used to derive
SPI and SPEI of different temporal resolutions (i.e., 15-day, 1-month, 3-month, and 6-month). The spatial resolution of
CHIRPS data is 0.05° x 0.05° and ERAS5 is 0.25° x 0.25°, which has been re-gridded to 0.05° x 0.05° spatial resolution.
The range of SPI/SPEI is from +3.0 to -3.0, in which positive SPI/SPEI values indicate wet condition, negative values
indicate drought condition, whereas SPEI values in the range of £ 0.49 indicate normal condition. More the negative
values of SPI/SPEI, severe the drought condition.

1.2 Hydrological Drought
The hydrological drought express anomalies in different ways. They can be defined with the use of absolute values or
deviations such as percentage deviation from a predefined threshold like annual average precipitation, streamflow, or
other variables. There are several ways of expressing hydrological drought such as based on percentiles or standardized
drought indices. Hence, in this study standardized based hydrological drought index (i.e., SSI) has been used to quantify
the hydrological drought using the streamflow variable.
Standardized Streamflow Index (SSI): SSI is a hydrological drought index which quantifies streamflow anomalies by
standardizing observed streamflow values relative to their historical mean and variability, allowing for the assessment of
streamflow conditions over various timescales (e.g., weekly, fortnightly, monthly, seasonal, annual, or more). Long time
series past (ideally 30 years) stream flow data is required to derive this index. Hence, in the current version of Nile
DEWS, latest 30 years daily time series streamflow data including observed station data and simulated hydrological
model data have been used to derive current time period SSI of different temporal resolutions (i.e., 15-day, 1-month, 3-
month, and 6-month).
Range of SSl is from +3.0 to -3.0, in which positive SSI values indicate wet condition, whereas negative values indicate
drought condition. More the negative values of SSI, severe the drought condition.
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Table 1. Summary of severe and extreme hydrological drought condition based on SPEI across Nile basin during the
different time periods

Drought Condition Sub-Basin
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Forecasted drought condition at different temporal resolutions during next six
months across the Nile basin.
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Figure 1: Spatial distribution pattern of SPI during the period from (16 - 30) June 2026
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Figure 2: Spatial distribution pattern of SPI during the period from June

Sub-catchment wise meteorological drought condition based on SPI for the next month (June)
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Sub-catchment wise meteorological drought condition based on SPI for the next 6-months (June-2026-
November-2026)

A,

Legend

Marmal Condition HWet Condition (== -0.48)

Niger

Mild drought (= -0.88 to = -0.50)

Chad

. 3 ) s
Ao b Lo IN'Djameéna
5 Yk “inaiduguri J

Moderate Drought (=-1.49t0 = -1.00)

wigeria | ,
5 Sewvere Drought (= -1.99 10 = -1.50)

bomasho.
4 s
Ethiopia

., Bamenda =
' cameroan.

Extreme Drouaht (=-0.2)

il UL 3 1 B
Figure 4: Spatial distribution pattern of SPI during the period from June-2026-November-2026

Sub-catchment wise meteorological drought condition based on SPEI for the next fortnight ((16 - 30) June

Legend

MNormal Condition et Condition (== -0.439)

Niger

Mild drought (= -0.88 to = -0.50)

Chad

Moderate Drought (=-1.4910 = -1.00)

Sewvere Drought {=-1.9910 = -1.580)

Extreme Drought (= -2.0;

7 Figure 5: Spatial distribution pattern of SPEI during the period from (16 - 30) June 2026
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Sub-catchment wise meteorological drought condition based on SPEI for the next month (June)
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Figure 6: Spatial distribution pattern of SPEI during the period from June

Sub-catchment wise meteorological drought condition based on SPEI for the next 3-months (June-2026-
August-2026)
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Figure 7: Spatial distribution pattern of SPEI during the period from June-2026-August-2026
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Sub-catchment wise meteorological drought condition based on SPEI for the next 6-months (June-2026-
November-2026)

A,

Legend

Marmal Condition HWet Condition (== -0.48)

Niger

Mild drought (= -0.88 to = -0.50)

Chad

. 3 ) s
Ao b Lo IN'Djameéna
5 Yk “inaiduguri J

Moderate Drought (=-1.49t0 = -1.00)

wigeria | ,
5 Sewvere Drought (= -1.99 10 = -1.50)

bomasho.
4 s
Ethiopia

., Bamenda =
' cameroan.

Extreme Drought (= -2.0;

Figurers: Spatial distribution pattern of SPEI during the period from June-2026-November-2026

Sub-catchment wise meteorological drought condition based on SSI for the next fortnight ((16 - 30) June
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Sub-catchment wise meteorological drought condition based on SSI for the next month (June)
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Figure 11: Spatial distribution pattern of SSI during the period from June-2026-August-2026
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Sub-catchment wise meteorological drought condition based on SSI for the next 6-months (June-2026-
November-2026)
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Frigure712: Spatial distribution pattern of SSI during the period from June-2026-November-2026
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